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Annual Fund Update:  
Who Gives and Why 

 
All independent schools have an annual giving 

fund.  At our school, the Annual Fund pays 

for a full 10% of the current year’s operating 

expenses, which includes such things as 

salaries, rent, heat, and insurance. 

 

We have an Annual Fund so that we can keep 

tuition lower, thereby making the school more 

affordable to a broader range of people. 

 

We rely on all our stakeholders – current 

families, teachers, alumni and alumni parents, 

and friends – to give as generously as they can 

to our Annual Fund.  Without these donations, 

the school would be forced to increase tuition or 

cut back on programs, two alternatives that no 

one wants. 

 

As of March 23, we have collected $24,876, and 

50% of our current families have made a 

contribution.  Our goals are $40,000 and 100% 

participation.  Please make your gift in the 

amount that is right for you, so the school can 

give your children the full and rich Waldorf 

curriculum your children deserve! 

 

Thank you, 

-The Development Committee 

 

 

Also in Today’s Newsletter 

 Growing in the Nursery gardens 

 Friday lunches start April 19 

 Gym teacher available this summer! 

 Keeping an eye on alumni 

 

Let’s Talk About Media:  

Tuesday, April 6, 7:00 p.m. 
 

A central aim of Waldorf Education is to 

stimulate the healthy development of a child's 

imagination.   Join CAWS faculty and parents 

for a discussion of television and other media in 

light of this objective. 

 

―Let’s Talk About Media,‖ Tuesday, April 6, 

7:00 p.m. R.S.V.P. to: 978-927-1936. 

 

Auction Items Online, 

Donations Still Welcome 

 
Dust off your party clothes.  SPRING FLING  is 

Saturday, April 10, 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. at the 

beautiful Tupper Manor at Endicott College.   

 

A silent auction is a part of the evening, and 

many items already are available for bidding 

online. Architectural design services? Art 

classes? Vacation retreat? See: 

https://www.capeannwaldorfauction.org/ 

 

When looking through this year's auction items, 

think about upcoming birthdays, Mother's Day, 

Father's Day, and summer vacation.  You could 

get important shopping done while supporting 

our school! And there’s still time to donate an 

auction item:  jen.benoit@comcast.net with info 

or questions. 

 

Call or visit Mrs. Deveau to purchase tickets. 

Get your dancing shoes ready and let's make 

this year's Spring Fling a night to remember! 

 
 -The Auction Committee 
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mailto:jen.benoit@comcast.net


Fifth Grade Preparing 

“Perseus and Medusa”  

 
The fifth grade has been learning of the gods 

and mortal heroes of Greek Mythology, as Ms. 

Quayle told us in the March 1 Newsletter.   

 

Among that work, several stories stood out. But 

it is the tale of the mortal Perseus--who went off 

with sword, shield, and helmet, and returned 

holding the head of Medusa—that the class will 

bring to the stage. 

 

Please come out for ―Perseus and Medusae,‖  

Wednesday, April 14 at 6:30 PM and Thursday, 

April 15, at 10:40 AM. 

 

 

Ms. Albers Available 

For Children This Summer  
 

Great news from Games and Movement teacher 

Joanie Albers. Please read below, talk to 

Joanie, and let the Newsletter know if you have 

ideas for multiple families. –Thank you   

In need of summer child care?  As the Games 

and Movement Teacher, I am having a great 

time getting to know your children, and I would 

love to spend the summer with them.  I am 

available full or part-time, July 5-August 13, 

and am happy to work with multiple families.   

I love to be outside and will make sure your 

children have a great summer experience.  

Please call or email me for more details and 

references.  Thank You.  Joanie Albers, 603-

340-6746, joaniealbers@gmail.com. 

Next Newsletter April 12 
Go ahead and make a suggestion! Submit a 

2.5‖-wide drawing of a spring flower (height: 2‖ 

to 4‖)! Deadline for the April 12 issue: 

Thursday, April 7. Thank you: 

jmalcolmkennedy@gmail.com.   

Hello from Bluebell, 

Sunflower Gardens 

 

An update from Mrs. McElreavy’s nursery 

gardens, beginning with some of the words she 

is bringing to circle time with the children.  

 
King Winter still rules o'er the land  

with his cold and frosty hand. 

Bringing freezing ice and snow  

he doth make the cold winds blow. 

Hark! Mrs. Thaw... I've heard her song, 

now winter days won't be long. 

 

Splish, splash, splish, splash tramping in her boots. 

Swish, swash, swish, swash sweeping with her broom. 

She has come to say that spring will be here soon. 

 

Signs of Spring do we see 

as the buds swell in the tree. 

Brown rabbit comes hippity hop, hippity hop, 

to visit shy, little snow drop. 

 

Deep under the earth 

little dwarves trusty and true 

are tending the seedlings as they always do. 

 

Soon crocus and daffodil will lift up their heads 

out of their dark and earthy beds. 

They have come to say that Lady Spring is on her way.... 

 

 

Filled with wonder, the young child's dreamy 

consciousness dwells in this sleepy picture 

world down under the earth. Imagining this 

transformation of life about to unfold with the 

heralding of spring. 

In this way we see the young child in direct 

relation to the earth and the season's of life. 

Much like the little bud ready to burst forth; so 

is the child, filled with wonder as she looks 

upon her world. 

 

A picture of the young child's morning is one of 

play, play and more play. This translates into 

work, truly the work of the world; for it is here 

that the foundation is laid for humanity's 

development. 

 

The children have been playing together for five 

months now and in that time many of them have 

mailto:joaniealbers@gmail.com
mailto:jmalcolmkennedy@gmail.com


shifted from shy three and four year olds into 

boisterous, busy beavers; working in harmony, 

for the most part.  

No longer working in small groups of one or 

two, but quite actively building together, 

villages or ships for journeys to somewhere 

magical.  

This phenomenon is very typical in the 

development of the young child. Early on in the 

child's play there may still be an atmosphere of 

parallel play, but as their communication skills 

improve and the development of fantasy play 

begins, we see a larger scale of activity and the 

very difficult work of joining together and 

slowly making a plan.  

I am often busy with peace making as one 

friend's plan is not what the other had intended, 

but with a gentle word and a thought about how 

―this broomstick might make a fine oar and that 

tree slab may be a ship's wheel.‖ A bright light 

shines in their eyes and one may hear a peel of 

laughter and a gleeful response ―Oh, yes! That 

will work, that's a good idea!‖ Then all is right 

with the world and the ship is sailing again.  

 

The next phase of the child's development in 

play is that which we call Imaginative Play. 

This is where the child no longer requires a 

physical object or prop, but instead holds the 

"big picture" in his/her head. Much time is often 

spent talking with friends, planning out how 

they will build the structure or scene that will 

unfold into long hours of play. In fact, a teacher 

may often hear the comment as she begins to 

sing the clean-up song, "What? We have not 

even begun to play yet!" This is not typical of 

the nursery child's development, but it is 

something that we look for in the older 

kindergarten child as they awaken to the rich 

world around them.   

 

One may often hear early childhood teachers 

speaking of play as the young child's work. This 

experience is a reflection of the huge 

communicative development that is taking place 

as the child plays. Their play is not always in 

harmony with one another and yet we can 

imagine how the classroom and playground is 

the scene of building and developing life skills 

for years to come. 

The teacher and the parent's active role in 

helping the child to meet this work is very 

important in order to reflect for them that the 

world is a good, safe and loving place. We must 

help them to advocate for themselves as well as 

―reflect‖ in the most appropriate way (a gentle, 

loving, yet firm manner) on the natural 

consequences of our deeds and actions within 

the community. Thus do we aid in furthering the 

development of the whole child and his/her role 

in humanity. 

 

And so we call on Lady Spring, in all her 

untamed wildness and gentle, unfolding beauty, 

to guide our children into the coming season of 

life. Here they will play, grow strong and meet 

the world with wonder, joy and confidence.  

Blessings on Spring! Warmly, Mrs. McElreavy 

 

Who’s Learning Math 

      During Main Lesson 
 

  Grade 1       Math 

  Grade 2       Math  

  Grade 3       Math 

  Grade 4       Human and Animal Studies 

  Grade 5       Greece, Play 

  Grade 6       Physics 

  Grade 7       Math 

  Grade 8       Aeromechanics (Physics) 

 

Olympics Date Change 
The annual fifth grade Olympics will be held 

May 14 at the Lexington Waldorf School. This 

is earlier than the date previously announced.  

 



Friday Lunch, Snack 

Available Starting April 9 

Second grade parents will be offering lunch and 

the 10:10 a.m. snack on Fridays starting in 

April, to begin raising funds for next year’s 

farm trip. 

 

Mark your calendar for the following dates so 

your children can have a warm and healthful 

―home cooked‖ lunch: April 9, April 16, May 7, 

May 14,  and May 21. 

 

We will be offering such things as organic 

hotdogs, grilled cheese, and mac and cheese.  

Tickets will be available for purchase in the 

main hall at drop-off.   

 

 Help Wanted With Alumni 

There are many alumni students who have 

moved over time and we hate to lose track of 

them.  Could you help the office with 

information on any of the following individuals?  

 

Adrian Carney 

Elissa Stopyra 

Jakup Baerentsen 

Kristen Brewer 

Giavana D’Orlando 

Zachary Foley 

Maja Gudurus 

James Hargrove 

Meghan Levick 

Molly Miller White 

Kerry Shedd 

Philip Tricca 

Mara Zellman 

 

Please either call the school office at 978-927-

8811 or email us at info@capeannwaldorf.org 

with correct addresses.     

PERSONAL 
 

Rockport Concert April 3 
Reminder: Solo concert in Rockport by CAWS 

alumna Gillian Hurst, mezzo soprano. Gillian 

will perform ―An Hour of Song‖ Saturday, April 

3, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. at Rockport Congregational 

Church, 12 School Street, Rockport, MA. 

Concert is free and open to the public.  
 

Two Custom Made Homes For 

Sale ($549,900) in Ghent, NY.   
Two custom made homes with very large 

garage/basketball court all on one nine-acre lot. 

One mile from Hawthorne Valley School in 

Ghent, NY. Both homes approximately 2,400 

square feet. End of wooded road; very private 

but close to school and Taconic Parkway. Call: 

518-672-7328, or websurf@localnet.com.  
 

Help Sought With Job Search  
I'm the mother of a CAWS applicant and would 

very much appreciate any ideas.  My 

background is in non-profit administration 

(educational, cultural, professional 

organizations) with emphasis on project 

management, communications, member and 

volunteer relations; organizational growth.  

Thank you!  Mary Dissette: 

m.dissette@comcast.net or 978-270-1278. 

 

Looking for New Home  
Could you help a potential new CAWS family 

find housing in the area? The Sappia’s are in the 

process of applying to CAWS, on their way East 

from the Hartsbrook School in Hadley, Mass. 

They write: "We're looking for a modest home 

that's not too far from school or the ocean.  We 

have thought of two-family properties that look 

homey.  It would be great if there were children 

around.‖ 

  

If you can help, please contact Susan and 

Luciano Sappia: 413-625-6679 (home), or 

isappia@gmail.com. Thank you 
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CAWS Calendar 

March 29 – April 24 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 29 

 
 
 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
WCA Meeting 
in 6th Grade 
Classroom 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
1st Grade 
Parent Evening 
 

1 
8:15 – 10:15  
Parent 
Handwork 

2 3 

4 5 6 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
“Let’s Talk 
About Media” 
 
7:00 PM 
2nd Grade 
Parent Evening 

7 8 
8:15 – 10:15  
Parent 
Handwork 
 
 
7:30 PM 
Adult Lecture 
Series 
6th Grade 
Classroom 

9 
8:10 AM 
6th Grade to 
New York 

10 
 
 
5:00 – 6:00 PM 
6th Grade 
returning from 
NY 

11 12 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
All-Community 
Meeting 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 PM 
5th Grade Play 

15 
8:15 – 10:15  
Parent 
Handwork 
 
10:40 AM 
5th Grade Play 
 
7:00 PM 
Board Meeting 

16 
1:30 PM 
Assembly 
 
2:40 Dismissal 
 
Spring Break 
Begins 

17 

18 19 
 
Spring Break 

20 
 
Spring Break 

21 
 
Spring Break 

22 
 
Spring Break 
 

23 
 
Spring Break 

24 

 

 


