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AND TE TIDE AND TE TIME
BAT TU IBOREN WERE, SCHAL
BEON IBLESCET b

Timeisafunnything. There are countess
stories, poams, and essays andyzing and
reflecting ontime@® paradoxes and other
funniness. Leap years andleap days are among
the oddities of time, and, since tomorrow is the
leap day of this leap year, here@ another
reflection.

Asour Eyein the Sky thisweek ( pageb) tells
us theleap year is something tha was inserted
into the Julian calenda in 1582A.D. by Pope
Gregory X113 astrononers so tha thedaysin a
month and themonthsin ayear fit better into
the periodsbeween the two equinoxes that
determined ayear. They had calculated that by
1582the Julian calenda was 10 days behind
schedule. So, by pgpd decree, 10 days were
choppel out of Octobe, 1582and the caenda
was started over again with 12 months
alternaing 30 and 31 days except for two
monthstha had 31 daysin arow and onemonth
tha had 28 days except for every four years
when it had 29 days except for in the centuria
years tha are notdivisible by 400 Go figure.
1t@ till not quite right, but it seems to work
well enough,at least for thetime being, Ghough
|®n not sure howwe would have felt if we had
planned a big party on Octobe 9, 1582and the
popehad suddenly decreed the day didn®exist.
Certainly, had thepolitical climate been then as
it istoday, it would not have been taken lying
down, butnow, many years down theroad, we
hardly notice.

That all petainsto thedays of theyear. What
aboutthehours of theday? Accordingto
History of Measurement from historyworld.net,
thehourwas onae variable. It wasthelength of

Not ernjoyment, and not sorrow
Is our dedinedend or way;

But to act, that each tomorrow
Finds us further than today.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

time tha divided a QlayO(sunrise to sunset) into
12 parts and also thenight (sunset to sunrise)
into 12 parts (12 was chosen because it was
convenient to divideinto thefractionsof a hdf,
afourth and athird). Obvioudy thelength of an
hourvaried nat only between day and night but
onevery day of theyear. We still think of aday
astheperiod from sunrise to sunstt, but
somewhere in the 14" century with the arrival

of (practical Oclocks, thehourwas averaged to a
more precise time tha divided the day
(midnightto midnight) into 24 equd parts Bbut
notquite. At some point Britain aso
established their Gnean timeOas beginning from
the place where they had earlier established
ther beginning paint of chatingthe earth®®
surface at zero degrees longitudebi.e, in
Greenwich, creating the point of reference
caled Greenwich Mean Time. Oneof my
sources said tha the

precise place is marked by awastebasket, which
is probably irrelevant to science but may be
relevant to thisreflection.

Because the earth is notexactly spheical and
tilts, thesun doesn®always lineup with the

Call for Volunteersfor the Annual Egg Dyeing
Event on March 8" from 9:30am to

12:30 pm! WeQ especially like to find a few
helpersfor Pysanky Egg Decorating. Please
contact Heather Collis Puro at 781-477-1875if
you can help out.




wastebasket at exactly the same time each day,
butit@ all within minutes, which is pretty close.
To complicate matters even further, the speed of
the earth@ orbit is lowing dightly. That affects
everything, too. With theadvance of
technology, we now measure Universal Time
(UTC) by an atomic clock making it even more
precise, butit, too, still needsto have leap
secondsingerted into it to keep it ontargel. And
we still have leap days and leap years.
Meanwhile, we adjug our clocks to theradio or
cell phonestha give usthe GaccurateOatomic
time DBathough for whatever reasons notall
atomic clodks agree either Band we catch trains
start school and generally get throughour days
and weeks (which are yet another story) and
monthsand years with occasiond missed trains
and late dipsthat are seldombif ever b
attributed to the variables or inaccuracies of our
efforts to universalize a precise measured time.

There are other calendas till in use, about40
of them, but except for those tha are calculated
fromtheactud sun and moonpostions they all
need periodical adjugments. The Hebrew
calenda is based on an Gadopied mean valueOof
theluna cycle; theldamic caenda andthe
Native American calendas are based on actud
luna cycles; India has areformed calenda from
1957butthere are many local variationsbased
onthemany different religiouscelebrations and
the Chinese calenda, which is based on
calculationsof thetrue postionsof the sun and
themoon,varies dueto the accuracy or
inaccuracy of those calculations

If we were chickensor cows, or liliesthat close
thar blooms when the sunlight retreats, we
would end our days at sunset and begin again
precisely at thefirst hint of dawn. If we didn®
have to catch any trainsor travel longdistances,
we could arrangeto meet each other at atime
when the sun precisely threw a shadow jud so,
or when themoonwas jus abovethehorizon of
the Eastern sky. If we were jud thetidewe
would be pulled to ever highea and then ever
lower lines on the sand precisely according to
themoon®re ationship to thesunand the earth

at tha moment, notonly un-phased but
enhanced by the varying orbitsin the heavens
Wha isthe paradox tha our efforts for
precision pull usso outof sync? At thesame
time, we can nat deny, it isthose same efforts
that have also allowed usto convege, with
more or less accuracy, to acommon pointin
time.

Andtetideandte time battu iboren were, schal
beoniblescet: thetide abides for, tarrieth for no
man, stays no man, tide nor tidetarrieth no man.
(St. Marher, 1225A.D.)

Time will move onand we will continueto
scramble to putit al in order, checking our
chrononeters and refining our ingruments. The
gpacesto insert leap secondswill shrink to
reguire only nano-leap seconds and then some
day | bet we@e goingto get it. Neither time nor
tidewill have to wait for man @ause wede
going to bethere, riding the waves.

Ed.

Sunflower Nursery Updae
By Susan White

A Table, By Any Other NameE. .

Thereit stands innoent, silent, ready - the
simple, fundiond, every- day, nursery room
play table. By third grade standads itsfour
legsare exactly 16 inches each, by sixth grade
standadstheradiusand circumference of the
top are: 26inches & 86inches, respectively. By
kindegarten standads it is made of wood
which comes from trees and we can make one
by sanding and naling or gluing pieces of wood
togdaher. Similarly, we can make charsto go
with it. By nursery standads it is @liveGn
many forms. At first, it remained where it was
found- by theplay kitchen and was used for
elegant tea paties. It was also the preparation
areafor al sorts of culinay ddights, served to
friendsand teachers aike.

Oneday, innoent and unaware, it was turned
upsdedown with all fourlegsfreed for use.



Onechild attempted to bdance handsand feet,
oneon each leg Bvery successfully. This
became the activity for all. Some could
manage withoutany hdp, to ge each foot and
hand on each leg and hold themselves in this
postion for afew moments Bwith much glee.
This experimentation with gravity (fun) went on
for alongtime, some children ganing
competence throughperseverance, until oneday
two children decided to bdance smultaneoudy
and successfully. Imagind It was a brilliant
solution to the problem of onechild wantingto
us thetable alone another coming along,
wishing to do the same and with ateacher
nearby (jud in case Bfeelingswere strong) they
came to ther own conduson without
intervention. Picture the coopeative bdanang
of middle-schoolersin gymnastics that we saw
recently in themovement assembly. Hereisthe
beginning to berecapitulated later in afiner,
intentiond form.

Natural and free exploration led to other uses
and soonit was a pirate ship, spaking the
building of other shipsand treacherouswaters to
be avoided, notto mention the pirating of
nearby treasures from thelandlubbes
(unsugpecting classmates). (Well it@ another
oppotunity for sharing or not sharing depending
onthewillingness of thelandlubbe to join this
play.) Appaently we have awell-traveled class
since we sailed to California, to Africa, to China
andin al kindsof seas. If youdon®wantto be
apirate or alandlubbe, there is plenty of room
to bdly your way aroundthewaters as a shark.
Andthen, if your teacher would only let you,
you could push thetable aroundby two legsand
ram other things

Still upsde down (by adult standards), it@ a
home for QuittiesCto belead to onther leashes,
Coveed with cloths it isacozy spot. If there
happensto belongpieces of yarn aroundthe
room, then itsfunto tie them to thetable legs
and whatever else can befound Thisis great
fun, thoughchdlengingin a shared space.
Tying knotsis aussful skill to learn.

Comingto itsupright postion agan, thetable
serves asthe platform for diding. Three rocker-
boads, each with oneend placed onthetable
and the other endson the ground, make great
dides and necessitate problem solving B
sharing. Since only oneto two children can
safely beontop of thetable at atime, they
figured outhowto take tumsEEe ventudly
(picture bossing, pushing and lots of laughing).
Eventudly two children could dide at the same
time and the phrases, Ot& my turnQor Ot& your
turnObecame more familiar and then nat
necessary.

Sliding onyour bdly; standing and jumping off
of it (don®try that at home!) are also favorite
table activities. Oneday, with a child standing
atop, we had a @ectureCeboutdinosaurs, and
with achar ontop, itisathroneto direct your
subjects from.

Sometimes parents of youngchildren question
why we may notwant to name or explain, in
adult ways, answers to children@ questions  If
we name it merely Gable(it® such an injudtice
to thedevelopingimaginaion. Of course, sodal
dictums require that certain GablesOmust be
(GeblesCor we won®beinvited back to our
neighbors hous until our children are ready for
college But, where there® roomfor the child
to discover something for themselves and
thereby Ginow(Git for themselves, we provide
thisinvitation to explore and know theworld
aroundthem in ther own uniquetimetable and
throughthdr play. Thisisoneexample of wha
is meant by, (blay isthework of theyoung
child.O

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KNIT (OR CROCHET) FOR CAWS:

| TG A BLANKET REQUEST!

The Auction Committee is stitching togeher
some pretty gooditems for this year@ event B
vacation getaways, sporting memorabiliaPband
we are hoping to offer oneitem that showcases
the heart and soul of our school: thechildren®



work. Theplanisto raffle off ahandmede
blanket. Theblanket woud be composed of
wool squaes either knitted or crocheted by the
students and crocheted together by parents.
This has been donein the past, and theresult
has aways been awork of loveand athing of
beauty.

Any child can knit or crocheé asquae. It
should be 6& 6Gand made of 100%wool. We
will have wool endsavailable in a basket in the
main hdl, or you can use yourown. We will
also have abookwith samples and ideas on
display, next to awell-worn blanket that was
sold at an auction years ago. Your child can
make his or her squae at home, andwe also
plan to have oneor two knitting gatheringsafter
school so kids can work together. When your
child finishesa squae, jud putitintheboxin
themain hal which will be set asdefor them.

We are looking for afew paents to coordinae
the crochding of the blanket. 1f you have some
handwork skills, thiswould be a great way to
give something valuable to the school' This
could bedoneonyour own or in the Thursday
morning handwork group  Depending on how
many squaes we receive, you could beworking
with alap blanket, athrow, or perhgposa cover
for aqueen size bed!

Interested parents should contact Pam Fantini at
781-639-23590r pcfantini@hotmail.com.
Interested kids should jud start working! In
order to give the paents time to titch together
theblanket, the squares should be completed by
Friday, March 21%. We plan to putthe blanket
up for previewing in thedays before the
Audion, and you can start buying your raffle
tickets!

ALL-COMMUNITY MEETINGWITH

TORIN FINSER

On Januay 31, asrequested by our Parent
Assodation, Torin Finser spoketo about35
members of our community abouthis conaulting
work with the school to assess and strengthen

our govenance structure and processes. He
discussed the prope baance of authority,
responsbility, and accountbility that the school
isworking to developin its govening bodies.

In addition, Torin talked aboutgeneral
prindples and ideals of healthy organizations
drawing on conaepts of his mos recent book
Organizational Integrity: Howto Apply the
Wisdomof the Bodyto Develop Healthy
Organizations Findly, hediscussed the
findingsfrom arecent study (notyet published)
on health and Waldorf gradudes. The study
foundsignificantly lower rates of specific
diseases in Waldorf graduaes compared to non
Waldorf graduaes (controlling for a variety of
factors), with thedifference inaeasing with age

Thegovenance work at our schoolis
proceeding apace. Mandéaes and job
descriptionshave been findized for the College,
Administrator, and Management Team. In
Januay Torin conduded a Gnodd OCollege
meeting and a training session for our Executive
Committee, to be passed onto thenew
Management Team in thespring. CAWS has
received a $1,500grant for Eurythmy in the
Workplace, oneof Torin@ key
recommendaions and tha work will take place
in March throughMay. The Administrator
search processis unde way for hiringafull-
time Administrator within three months

We need your support! Theconalting work
with Torin has been fundel entirely through
dondionsfromteachers, Advisory Coundl
member's, and parents, totaling about$4,800
Additiond dondionsare needed to cover
Torin® visit to speak to parents and thefind
phase of thework (approximately $3400. If
you have questionsor would like more
information aboutthis work, please contact
Jenny Helmick.

HELP US GROW!

Annud FundCalling has begun Many thanks
to: Jonahan Prescott, Robin Roge's, Pam
Fantini and Anita Brewer Siljeholm for kicking
off thecallingon Mondg, February 25. Our



god istoraise $40000by March 30in order to
receive $40000in matching funds plusa
$5,000additiond bonu$ Asanincentive, any
classtha has 100%family participaion by
May 30will betreated to ice cream at Captain
Dusgy@, so get those dondionsinto the office!
And, so the paents don®fed! left out, we are
also entering all donasthat give by March 30in
arafflefor a$75Gift Certificate to the
restaurant of ther choosng. The Annud Fund
playsacritical rolein cloangthefinandal gep
tha tuition does not cover; please contribute
wha you can!

VISITOR/INTERN IN GYM CLASSES
About20yearsago| spent ayear in Nepd
studying the Tibetan language and doing
research on Tibetan folk musc. After my year
of study some friendsand | managed to cross
theborder into Tibet where| spent the next two
monthstraveling. InLhasal stayed in asmall
truck stopwhere | met threeIrish folks. Two of
them had been workingin New Y ork City for
the past year and thethird, Tif Eccles, had been
in Moscow studying Russian.

Threeyearsago| received acall tha Tif and his
son, Vanya, would bevisiting Orhe States.O
They cameto visit for aday but stayed for three
asourold friendship rekinded.

YoungVanya now 16, has an oppotunity
throughhis school to do awork study practice
for afew weeks. Heis staying with our family
and Tyler Macdondd has gracioudy offered
Vanyathe oppotunity to intern in thegym
classes. So when you see anew yourg face
amongus beassured, heisnoimpoger! And
yes hisnameisVanya

Vanyagreatly enjoysphyscal activities. He
frequentsthegymback in Ireland andisin
every way aresponsble youngman. | hopetha
your children enjoy his participation and agan,

developing member of the Waldorf Early
ChildhoodAssod ation of North America
(WECAN). Theaddressis Cronin Auditorium,

a hearty thank youto Tyler Macdondd and our
school for welcoming him.

Vanya(theelde)

EYE ON THE SKY for theweek of
February 25, 2008

Friday isLEAP DAY, an artifact that dates
back to 46 B.C. when Julius Caesar took the
advice of Soggenes, an Alexandrian
astrononer, who knew tha thesolar year was
about36525daysin length.

To accountfor tha resdud quater of aday,
leap day was added to the calenda every four
years. Unfortunaely, thenew Julian calenda
was 11 minutes and 4 secondslonge than the
actud solar year.

By 1582thecalenda had fallen out of step
with the solar year by 10days. It wasthen tha
PopeGregory XllI, with the advice of hisown
astrononer, Cavius produced the Gregorian
caenda. Ten dayswere omitted after Oct. 4,
1582, making the next day Oct. 15.

Then, to closely match thelength of the solar
year, leap years were skipped in century years.
Theexceptionswere those equdly divisible by
400. Tha iswhy 2000was aleap year but 1900
was not.

(Adgpted by Tom Braden from The New Y ork
Times.)

COURTESY ANOUNCEMENTS

DAVID ELKIND SPEAKING AT THE

EVERGREEN PLAYSCHOOL

David Elkind, theauthor of several best-selling
booksinduding, ThePower of Play, The
Hurried Child, and Reinventing Childhood will
be speaking at the Cronin Auditoriumin
Harvard, Massachusetts on Thursday,

March 13,2008at 7 PM. Mr. Elkin will be
hoded by the Evergreen Garden Playschool, a
Bromfield School, 14 Mass Ave. Harvard, MA
01451. Admissionis $5in advance or $8 at the
door. Forinformation or to pre-register, please




cal Kate at 987-456:3104. Thereisapoder on
theinformation boad in the CAWS main hdl.

MONADNOCK WALDORF SCHOOL

SPRING CONFERENCE

The Monadnok Waldorf Schoolin Keene New
Hampshire is hoging a spring conference titled,
TheWorld Wide We: How Ordinary People
Can Make an Extraordinary Difference. The
keynote speaker is Kim Ridley, contributing
editor of Ode Magazne Alongwith themain
gpesker there will be several workshops The
dates are Friday April 4 and Saturday April 5,
2008. Thecod of theconferenceisonadiding
scale from $25t0 $50 Scholarshipsare also
available. For more information or to request
registration materials please call the Monadnodk
school at 603-357-44420r visit thar webgte at
monalnokwaldorfschol.org. A poder with
more detailsis ontheinformation boad in the
CAWS main hdl.

THE TRUE HAWAI®: IMPRESSIONS

AND EXPRESSIONS

A oneweek art vacationwith artist and author,
Van James, on Molokad Island
Junel4-21,2008

The least developed of the Hawaiian idands
Molokad has an impressive natura beauty,
many cultural sites and arich traditiond history.
Soaing sea cliffs, empty beaches, rolling
ranchlands and tropical forested mountins all
offer impressionsof the redl Hawai@®. Join us at
Pu@ O Hoku (Hill of Stars) Ranch and
experience a wealth of naural impressions that
will rguvenae you and stimulate your artistic
expresson. Each day will indude time for
artistic work with pendl, pastel or watercolor,
with guided or self-guided excursions and
ddiciouslocal meals.

Slow down and relax in a rudic setting on this
tranquil Pacific idand, where there are no traffic
lights, shopping centers or high rise buildings

but plenty of time to read, take walks and catch
up with yourself. Limited to 20 participants.

This vacation has been organized by Sarnia
Guiton of Sophia Tours, togehe with Van
James, artist, author, Waldorf high school
teache in Honolulu and Chairman of the
Anthroposphical Sodety in Hawai®. Sarnia
works as administrator of the West Coast
Inditute for Studies in Anthropoophy and at
Sun Haven Schod in Robets Creek, on the
Sundhine Coast of British Columbia. For details
of this vacation, please contact Sarnia at 604
740-06760r sophiatours@hotmail.com

WhoG@ Learning What

Gradel Lettersand Writing

Grade2 Writing

Grade3 Shdters

Grade4 Fractions

Grade5 Andent Civilizations

Grade6 Endof theMiddle AgesBJoan of Arc
Grade7 Play Rehearsa

Grade 8 Indugrial Revolution

A Meditation for our School:

To see our schoolfilled to capecity with
children who will go outinto theworld oneday
as centered, creative and capable adults, eager to
engagetheworld fromthe despe perspective
that a CAWS education provides.




